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This course is based on face-to-face classes and be comprised of lecture and group discussions. The course will
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give an introduction to Cultural Psychology with a focus on culture and human development and the dialogical
interplay of self, culture and meaning-making practices. We will cover various traditions of Cultural Psychology,
such as Narrative and Discursive Psychology, Positioning Theory, Language Socialization, Psychological
Anthropology, and Dialogicality. We will discuss theoretical as well as empirical work and also present qualitative
research approaches used in these traditions. Students will be given the possibility to apply these theoretical and
methodological approaches to concrete material and within the context of Japanese society. The overall aim is to
gain a better understanding of the cultural nature of the human mind and the role of language and social interaction

in this.
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During the presentation, Dr. Sato discussed semiotic cultural psychology, specifically the Japanese culture of mask-
wearing. He discussed that wearing a mask in Japan symbolizes cleanliness. Also, showing teeth when smiling is
rude in their culture. He also added that hiding your eye means you are bad person and showing teeth is impolite.
He taught about the three layers, which are the value, sign, and action. A sign like sneezing in Japan means you are
sick, while if you sneeze in America, people around you will say, " Bless you." What I think of his presentation was
very fun and engaging. I noticed how he let us rate if Batman and Bane are extremely bad or extremely good. I was
surprised to see people who grew up in Japanese culture view Batman as a bad figure because he hides his eyes and
shows his teeth, which is very opposite to Americans. They see Bane as a good person because of his round eyes.
Learning about different cultures and sign systems and how we use them helps us to understand more of their mind

and behavior.

DxA
Dr. Sato's lecture on cultural differences between Japan and the U.S. was really thought-provoking. He used the
example of masks to explain how cultural meanings can shift—while in Japan, masks symbolize cleanliness and even
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attractiveness, in the U.S., they're primarily associated with medical use. This helped me better understand how
symbols and actions can hold different meanings in different cultural contexts. He also introduced the concept of
multi-trajectory future planning, which I found fascinating. The idea that we can have a goal with multiple
alternative paths each shaped by different forces, really resonated with me. It’s a helpful way to think about the
future because it acknowledges the uncertainty we face while still offering hope through supporting forces. I think
it's a great framework for navigating both personal and professional growth. Overall, his ideas about cultural
differences and future planning were eye-opening. They made me reflect on how I approach goals and challenges,

and I feel more equipped to navigate multiple possibilities in my life.

EXA

JAPANESE STUDENT: I really enjoyed his thoughts, especially the concept of "semiotic culture,” which means
culture within people, not people within the culture. I thought this was super unique because most of us think we
live in culture, but in reality, all Japanese people are different, and that too is culture. I believe this reflects the
weight that we create culture within ourselves, while the majority’s thoughts have led us to believe that culture
belongs to a country. I also love the way they created a plan for our future. It’s helpful to plan the details for our
future and focus on what we need in life. They also gave us the opposing perspective, which helps us understand

the right way better. I enjoyed these labs; thank you for the opportunity! I also made new friends! :)
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https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gshs/info/detail /?id=147
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pqY2ht7zfGU
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2012 £ 1 A4 4907, 3 A7 7Y http://www.humanservices.jp/magazine/vol8/16.pdf

2013 £ 3 A2V T, Fv~—2.5 HA XU X http://www.humanservices.jp/magazine/vol13/17.pdf

2014 %E 3 A7 9 0, 4 AFv~—2, 8AASI v X, FTv~—17

http://humanservices.jp/magazine/vol18/17.pdf

2016 4 7 AMEE ICP, 9 HKX—Z v F, 10 A4 2V 7. 11 R/ 7 = —

https://www.humanservices.jp/wp/wp-content/uploads/magazine/vol28/16.pdf

Jaan Valsiner Jg4:. 2018 4E 5 H O#E{ER
https://www.humanservices.jp/wp/wp-content/uploads/magazine/vol33/16.pdf
Y-V OHTEEZEMC

AAZ S ISR FICE T2 TEM & v —v D4 v F 7 —2 Ok (1) 2008 4% T

https://www.humanservices.jp/wp/wp-content/uploads/magazine/vol43/15.pdf
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https://www.humanservices.jp/wp/wp-content/uploads/magazine/vol56/11.pdf
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