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Respect for the views of the child

21. While noting that the 2016 amendments to the Child Welfare Act refer to the
respect for the views of the child, and that the Domestic Relations Case Procedure
Act consolidates the provisions concerning the child’ s participation in the
proceedings, the Committee remains seriously concerned that the child’ s right to

express his or her views freely in all matters affecting them is not respected.

22. With reference to its general comment No. 12 (2009) on the right of the child
to be heard, the Committee urges the State party to assure to any child who is
able to form views the right to freely express those views, without age limitations,
in all matters affecting the child, and that due weight be given to the child’ s
views, while providing safeguards against intimidations and punishment of a child
It further recommends that the State party provide an environment that enables the
child to exercise her or his right to be heard and actively promote meaningful and
empowered participation of all children in the family, at schools, in alternative
care and health and medical settings, in judicial and administrative proceedings
concerning them, in the local community, and in all relevant issues, including

environmental matters.
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