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　どのように問題を設定するかという問題
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　 筆者は2017年度にデンマークのオールボー大学で学外研究の機会を得ました。オールボー大学では1974年の開
学当初から全学でPBL（Problem-Based Learning）に関するを導入していることで知られています。　　　　　　
　 連載1回目から4回目までは比較研究で得た知見を報告し、第5回は立命館大学での公開研究会として開催した
報告会の質疑応答をもとに日本でのPBLの展開の課題と展望に触れました。第6回では、オールボー大学以外の
知見として、アイルランドで刊行されたPBLの書籍をもとに、学びの場づくりのプロセスに焦点を充てました。

1. 2つのPBLを区別する上での壁
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2. 学びと成長への契機としての｢問題｣
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ここで振り返ってみよう2

あなたの学生時代の学びを想い起こしたとき
・多くの学びを得た問題はどのような状況
で直面したでしょうか？

・なぜその問題はあなたの記憶に今なお鮮
明に残るのでしょうか？

・そもそも新たな知識や能力や態度はどう
身につけたのでしょう？

・現在あなたは学生らに問題を提示する上
で何に困っていますか？
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The Illuminative  Concept of  the Problem as 
a Provoker of a Liminal Space    
 
 
This new concept of the problem as a provoker of a liminal 

space  emerged from a research study (Barrett 2008). The concept of liminal 

space is from the Latin word limen, meaning threshold or boundary (Meyer 

and Land 2005).  A liminal space is an in-between, betwixt and between state 

(Meyer and Land, 2006).  Liminal spaces as in-between spaces have a 

special function, as sometimes we cannot go directly from an old state to a 

new state, rather, we need first to go to an intermediary state that is neither 

the old nor the new. Sometimes people need liminal spaces to learn, to grow, 

to explore identities, to work on problems and to be creative.  Liminal spaces 

can become places of transition, transformation, stagnation or attempted 

regression.  

 

 

Stop and Reflect 
 
 

  What were some of these liminal in-between 
spaces in your own life (study, work, research, 
personal)?  

 What did you learn from your experiences in 
these liminal spaces?  
 
 

 

From the data of the research study (Barrett 2008), I interpreted that the two 

problems in the module provoked liminal spaces for the students.  The PBL 

problems created liminal spaces that challenged students to learn, in order to 

know more and to move forward, to move Òbeyond the fields we know Ó in the 

words of the Irish playwright Dunsany (1972). To use a rural metaphor, a 

liminal space is like a threshold space by the hinge of a rustic gate that marks 

the space between familiar fields and the start of the fields beyond, a space of 

possibilities. 
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Figure 2.2  A liminal Space, a  thr eshold at the hinge of a rustic gate that 
marks the space  between the familiar fields and the fields we do not 
know  (Barrett 2008: 120)  
 

 

 
Meyer and Land (2005: 380) argue that: Òthe connection between liminality, 

creativity and problem-solving would also merit further enquiryÓ. This chapter 

contributes to the existing literature on liminality in learning by exploring the 

relationship between PBL problems and liminal spaces and its application in 

the design of problems. This liminal space prompted by the problem in PBL 

has three dimensions: a knowledge dimension, an identity dimension and a 

professional action dimension. The PBL problems in the study provoked 

liminal spaces between 1) current levels of knowing and new levels of 

knowing, 2) habitual forms of professional action and forms of professional 

action new to the learner and 3) satisfaction with current identities and a 

desire to explore other possible identities,.These liminal spaces are seen in 

the studentsÕ naturally occurring language in the PBL tutorials.   
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3. 新たな世界への挑戦を誘う18の提案
うまく設計されたPBLの問題群は、1）現在の
知識レベルと新しい知識レベル、2）日々の習
慣になっている専門的な活動と新たに習得す
る専門的な活動、3）現在の主体性への満足度
と更なる主体性への涵養度、そうした境界を
越境するように学習者をけしかける。4

（Barrett, 2017, p.64）
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