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Expanding the Understanding of /basho through a Literature Review:
From “a place for rest” to “activities rooted in self-awareness”

KANZAKI Mami and HASHIMOTO Akane
(Ritsumeikan Global Innovation Research Organization,

Graduate School of Sustainable System Sciences, Osaka Metropolitan University)

In recent years, the practices that have the function of Ibasho (places for rest and connection) have been
expanding, such as after-school children’s classes and local children’s cafeterias. However, the understanding
of Ibasho has remained narrowly defined as “a place of refuge” or “a place where one can feel safe.” Therefore,
this paper reviews articles on Ibasho for children and youth with the aim of expanding the understanding of
Ibasho. In organizing the literature, we referred to the framework of Minamide (2015), which encompasses
the issues of previous studies on /basho and focuses on creating /basho. Of the 132 papers dealing with Ibasho
for children and youth, we assigned the four functions of security, freedom, creation, and participation as
indicated by Minamide (2015) to the 42 papers which reported the creation of Ibasho. As a result, 35 of the
42 papers could be organized according to Minamide (2015), 26 of the 35 papers mentioned the security
function, and only four papers dealt with just the creation and participation functions. In addition, it was
found that a path from security to participation, or freedom to creation, was assumed as a process.
Furthermore, seven papers that could not be classified into the four functions were considered as expansions
of the previous understanding of 7basho, and their characteristics were summarized. We pointed out that the
current understanding of Ibasho does not sufficiently deal with conflicts and ambiguities within a place,
difficulties involved in the management and maintenance of a place, and the limits of and coordination
between places. Based on the results, we discussed the future tasks of Ibasho research.
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