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A Chinese-Born Korean Woman's Process of Selecting to Live in Japan
—From The Case of Returning to Her Home Country in The Last Stage of
Her Language Acquisition—

ICHIKAWA Akiko
(Hitotsubashi University Graduate School of Language and Society The Center for Korean Studies)

The purpose of this study is to visualise the power which affect one’s selecting a place to live in, through
analysing the process of a Chinese-born Korean woman'’s selecting to live in Japan again after returning to
her home country, employing Trajectory Equifinality Approach (TEA). After conducting Historically
Structured Inviting (HSI), the researcher interviewed the participant, and the collected data was analysed
with TEM and TLMG. The result in this research showed the participant’s life that since she could not
adopt herself to Japanese educational culture, she returned to her home country where she recovered her
self-esteem through her experience of being accepted by speaking Japanese. The results in this study
suggested Chinese-born Koreans' positive attitudes toward their lives which tend not to be clearly
recognised by Japanese people, and this fact proposed the importance to create the opportunities that the
children who require Japanese-language education can receive educational supports.
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