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Life support for a person with early-onset dementia
Efforts to respect her interests and enhance her life

KAJI Yuki and NAKAMURA Michiko
(Social Welfare Corporation Hakujyujikai, Tokyo YWCA Human Service Support Center)

In this study, the development of an environment where Person A, who had early-onset dementia, could
live comfortably in a small-scale multifunctional residential care facility was examined. To provide daily
support, Person A’s condition, speech, and behavior were observed. Person A’s desire to leave the facility
and feelings of dissatisfaction were reduced by involving their in activities related to the relevant era,
including creating music collections and talent directories of the 1970s, going to beauty salons, and reading
beauty magazines. Person A also enjoyed more opportunities to interact with other patients in the facility
and be considerate toward them. An examination of changes in her condition based on nursing care records
revealed that there was a significant difference between her number of positive records and negative
records three months after the start of activities. Accordingly, one may deduce that it is crucial to provide
support in accordance with a patient’s preferences and life history, and to seek support that is in
accordance with the patient’s needs.
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