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What “In the Shade of Family Tree” Evokes in People’'s Mind ?
:From the analysis of the voices collected in “Kokoro Kasanaru Project”

SAITO Seiji

(College of Comprehensive Psychology, Ritsumeikan University)

This study is a part of the series of research, conducted in 2015, "Ritsumeikan University, East Japan
Family Support Project, Spin-off Plan: Memories for the Future - Kokoro Kasanaru Project -, Dan Siro
Family Manga Exhibition". The purpose of this study is to interview 250 visitors to the manga exhibition, to
describe what they are experiencing by appreciating the work, and to generate a hypothesis closely
grounded on the data. Many of the viewers of “In the Shade of Family Tree” felt "various stories of various
lives" in their experiences. The experiences touching those diverse stories were a creative one that
repeaters could feel as "new to read". The viewers superimposed their own or imaginary experiences on“In
the Shade of Family Tree” through "sense of presence' and "sense of overlap". They also experienced a
variety of emotions such as "affection with physical sensation”, "feeling of moisture”, "excitement!" and
"suffering together” .

On the other hand, by reading the stories, viewers were urged to look back on their own experiences
and to reflect their selves. The arousal of these "reflection" and "emotion" did not take place independently,
but it appeared that they were intertwined and developed simultaneously. It seemed that "feeling of
overlapping”" and "recognition of otherness" were involved as a trigger and a promoter, and "personal
stories" were induced from there. As an arrival point of such a process, the viewer found various "landing
points". They were expressed as "getting lessons learned", "immerging words", "touching big ones",
"absurdity in life" and so on.

Through those experiential process, viewers have experienced 'returning among individuality and
generality” processes. The synergistic effect of the story and picture of “In the Shade of Family Tree” was
functioning as a whole supporting these processes. Furthermore, the existence of "a viewpoint to watch
over the whole process" allowed participants to experience the feelings and reflections freely, to share
them, to recognize themselves as individuals, and again to connect with a variety of stories that went
beyond the space-time. Finally, this structure seems to be important for the formation of a place where
people can experience their process.
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