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“In the Shade of Family Tree™ Reflecting on the Eight-years of Family Manga
Exhibition for the Great East Japan Earthquake Family Support Project
and Distribution of 80,000 Manga Booklets.

DAN Shiro
(SHIGOTOBA DAN/Ritsumeikan University)

First, I considered the meaning of manga as a subculture in today’s Japanese society. This gave me an
opportunity not only to examine the meaning and function of this family manga project but to think about
what “manga” can really do for people. I also described what happened as a result of creating a panel
exhibition space in the disaster affected areas, as well as widely distributing copies of the family manga
book. As a result, this inquiry also highlighted the gap between the intention of the media creator and the
reality that the audience and the society created. Finally, the stories of people who experienced life
challenges are not to be treated as entertainment that fulfill society’s curiosity. The survivors or the
protagonist of the stories do not exist for the consumers to merely consume. Rather, the stories illustrate
the complexity of people’s experiences in our current world and challenge the audience with the idea that
the world that we live in does not just consist of over simplified negative stories that we see in the media
every day.
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