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Practices in an LGBT workshop at a rural city elementary school

NAKANO Osamu

(Doctorate Program, Graduate School of Human Science, Ritsumeikan University)

In recent years, education on LGBT issues has been provided for teachers and students. One example of
the measures taken to address LGBT issues is a notice from the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology to the prefectural boards of education regarding “sensitively responding to
students concerning gender identity disorder or their sexual orientation or gender identity.” However, prior
research has shown that schools, especially in rural areas, are not providing much LGBT-focused training
for teachers. Therefore, the author conducted an LGBT workshop as part of the education workshop
provided at elementary school B in city A. The current study examined the teachers’ knowledge and
awareness of LGBT issues, based on the results of a pre-workshop survey. Responding to an open-ended
question about whether the teachers at elementary school B had witnessed or heard about LGBT-related
discriminatory behavior, two people answered “none,” fourteen did not provide an answer, and five
described examples that they had witnessed or heard about. The people with whom teachers would consult
on LGBT issues were, in descending order of frequency, school nurses, teachers, school counselors, families,
doctors, and others (multiple answers were allowed). This study revealed the importance of workshops for
constructing an environment in which teachers trust each other to discuss problems, by exchanging
opinions and conducting case studies. Moreover, LGBT education seems to necessitate that teachers
acquire knowledge, through interventions such as workshops within schools.
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