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The Transformation of a Free School Founder’'s Values
—A Qualitative Analysis of the Life Story by Trajectory Equifinality Modeling—

HASHIMOTO Akane

(Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Osaka Prefecture University)

The purpose of this study was to reveal the transformation of the values of a person who founded and
ran a free school by analyzing her life story. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with a woman
who worked at a free school, and then founded her own and ran it for more than ten years, though she
herself was adapted to public school in her early childhood. The interview data were analyzed by
employing Trajectory Equifinality Modeling. The analyzed data showed she had changed her values of the
public school and society after the encounter with a free school, and founded her own free school based on
those values. However, she reconsidered these values over the course of running the free school. Therefore,
she became conscious of her values in life, which included respecting individual values. Moreover, the
consciousness relieved her difficulties with her mother from her early childhood and illuminated the
guiding values for the rest of her life.
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