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Information disclosure concerning ethical reviews of non-medical research
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(Graduate School of Medicine and Faculty of Medicine, The University of Tokyo)

This study aims to examine the information on the ethical reviews of non-medical research released on
the websites of universities and colleges in Japan. A survey was conducted with 122 affiliated members of
The Japan Association of Private Universities and Colleges (JAPUC). The keywords "ethical review" and
"research ethics" were used to search the websites of each surveyed university and college, before a total
of 48 institutions were found to have released information about ethical reviews of non-medical research.
Furthermore, the analysis of the released contents revealed that few institutions are disclosing critical
information about such ethical reviews. Also, many websites were unable to confirm the framework of
ethical reviews, such as operational standards or standards for a Research Ethics Committee; nor did they
give the contents or outcomes of previous ethical reviews.
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