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Nursing Knowledge in the Life-World of Nurses
Analysis with Schutz theory of the nursing experiences that persist on the mind

YAMANAKA Eriko
(Doctoral Program, Graduated School of Sociology, Ritsumeikan Universitty /
Osaka Shin-Ai College)

The aim of this study was to use A. Schutz’s theories to examine nursing experiences recounted by
nurses with a focus on the nature of the “world of subjective meaning,” i.e. the “inner horizon” in the eyes
of the beholder. Nurses described issues that arose and how they viewed and dealt with those issues, and
their perceptions (relevance) in response to that process were identified. The methodology of this study
did not stray from the “world of subjective meaning” for nurses. Rather, phenomenological sociology was
used to encourage nurses to reflectively interpret their nursing practices. Results revealed “new nursing
knowledge,” i.e. common knowledge among nurses that served as the basis for their nursing practices. The
issue of “intersubjectivity,” i.e. the intersection of two subjectivities (in this case, that of the nurse and that
of the patient) , was evident in nursing practices. Another issue was the “sociality of action,” i.e. the social
context in which nurses were assigned to patients and how nurses interacted with patients’ family
members. Nurses cited encounters with both issues in their experiences. “New nursing knowledge” was
created by the intersection of two subjectivities, that of the nurse and that of the patient.
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