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Reconsider about Taiwanese Identity by using Trajectory
Equifinality Modeling (TEM)

ICHIKAWA Akiko
(Graduate School of Language and Society, Hitotsubashi University)

The aim of this study is to analyse the life of a Taiwanese-born woman raised in a Japanese region which
did not provide classes for learning Japanese (as a second language), employing Trajectory Equifinality
Modeling (TEM). While having analysed the data in this study, firstly the researcher created a TEM
diagram. The interview data was analysed, focusing on TEM’s conceptual aspects: which are Equifinality
Point (EFP), Polarized Equifinality Point (P-EFP), Bifurcation Point (BFP), Social Direction (SD), Social
Guidance (SG), Three Layers Model of Genesis (TLMG), Value Transformation Moment (VTM),
Irreversible Time and Clover Analysis. After this, adopting Clover Analysis (Sato, 2015b), the researcher
divided the research data into five categories, as follows: 1. Future Oriented Promotional Imagination
(FOPI), 2. Future Oriented Restrain Imagination (FORI), 3. Past Oriented Promotional Imagination (POPI),
4 Past Oriented Restrain Imagination (PORI) and 5.Core Imagination (COIM). The analysed data shows
how the Taiwanese-born woman'’s identity has changed, which was that the experiences of being bullied
and banned from speaking her native tongue prevented her from understanding her identity, and she
gradually came to be able to see her identity through reading the literature related to her mother country.
Not only this, the results in this study would imply that there are some deep connections between register
of using individuals’ mother tongue and their Future Oriented Promotional Imagination. Furthermore, the
analysis of the data would suggest how Clover Analysis (Sato, 2015b) helps one to analyse the details of
the life stories of people having crossed the border.
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